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Statement on Iraq’s Failure To Comply With United Nations Weapons
Inspections
August 6, 1998

Iraq’s latest refusal to cooperate with the
international weapons inspectors is unacceptable.
Far from hastening the day the international
community lifts sanctions against Iraq, as Iraq
intends, its failure to live up to its obligations
will perpetuate those sanctions and keep the
Iraqi economy under tight international control.

As a condition of the cease-fire in the Gulf
war, the United Nations demanded and Iraq
agreed to account for its nuclear, chemical, and
biological weapons and the missiles to deliver
them within 15 days and to destroy them. Last
February Iraq reiterated that commitment in an
agreement it signed with U.N. Secretary-General
Annan. In short, Iraq has had it within its power
to end the sanctions by meeting this affirmative
obligation, letting the inspectors finish their job,
and complying with the other relevant Security
Council resolutions.

Instead of cooperating, Iraq has spent the bet-
ter part of this decade avoiding its commitments
to the international community. Recent discov-
eries by the weapons inspectors, including new
documents on chemical munitions used in the

Iran-Iraq war and nerve gas residue on Iraqi
warheads, only underscore Iraq’s failure to meet
its obligations to the world.

Iraq’s most recent refusal to cooperate with
U.N. weapons inspectors is another misguided
attempt to divide the international community
in order to gain the lifting of the sanctions.
These sanctions have denied Iraq over $120 bil-
lion in resources to rebuild its military and build
more weapons of mass destruction. Its current
tactics once again will backfire. Unless Iraq re-
verses course and cooperates fully with the
international weapons inspectors, the United
States will stop any and all efforts to alter the
sanctions regime. This will deny the Iraqi lead-
ership what it wants most: an end to sanctions.
Because of the expanded oil-for-food arrange-
ment we created last winter, the Iraqi people
will continue to receive the food, medicine, and
other essential supplies they need.

The burden has always been and remains on
Iraq to disclose and dismantle its weapons of
mass destruction capability. We remain deter-
mined to see that Iraq keeps that commitment.
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Thank you very much, and good morning.
Thank you very much, Mr. Antosy, to Benny
Hernandez, examples of what we come here
to celebrate and enhance today. Thank you, Sec-
retary Herman, for your leadership on this bill
which was so essential to its passage. Chairman
Goodling, Senator DeWine, Congressman Clay,
Congressman McKeon, Congressman Kildee,
many other Members of the House Representa-
tives who are here. To Senator Jeffords and
others who are not here, who, along with Sen-
ator DeWine, worked on the passage in the
Senate.

I’d also like to thank the representatives of
the National Association of Counties and other
local groups who are here. And I will say more
about all of you in a moment.

I hope you will understand why I feel the
need to comment on the fact that early this
morning bombs exploded outside two of our
American Embassies in Africa. An explosion in
Nairobi, Kenya, killed and wounded scores of
people. We have reports that several Americans
are among the dead. Another explosion in Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania, also caused many casual-
ties. At this time, there are no reports that any
Americans were killed in that attack, although
our Embassy appears to have been the target.

Both explosions caused large-scale damage to
our Embassies and to surrounding buildings, as
you may have already seen from the pictures
coming in. Though the attacks appear to have
been coordinated, no one has yet claimed re-
sponsibility for them.
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